
 

 

Report from Dr Mandy Green ~ MPC Chair ~ May 2026  
 
I have been a Parish Councillor since April 2021, and since being 
asked to serve, I have always been Chair of the Parish Council. I 
was re-elected as Chair again this May; not exactly a triumph as, 
once more, no-one else was prepared to stand and two of my 
colleague councillors sent their own strong message by one voting 
“no” and the other abstaining! That how democracy works and it’s 
a good thing to be reminded that not everyone agrees with either 
what I say or the way I say it. I begin this next term with a good 
dose of humility. Over the last twelve months, our collective Parish 
Council experience has been of a local government body 
navigating significant internal friction, administrative hurdles, and 
the sometimes-intense pressure of community passion. Why do I 
keep doing this? Because I believe in supporting the community in 
which I live and, frankly, until the external reviews are completed 
and reported, I don’t think it’s right to walk away before the 
reputation of Misson Parish Council, and all those good people 
who served before me and with me, is exonerated and shown to 
be exactly what I believe it is; honest, hardworking, and focused 
on achieving things which enhance our collective community.  
 

Given some of the high profile and exciting things I have been part 
of in my professional career, I had never expected my retirement 
years to be so exacting. I would like to pay tribute to the support of 
our District Councillor Steve Pashley and County Councillor Mike Robertson who both respond promptly when 
approached by a resident. Since January we have been helped by our Locum Responsible Financial Officer 
(Mark Hooper) and our Locum Parish Clerk (Ann Wilson).The turbulence created by the interregnum periods 
without an appointed Clerk, have again impacted the workload of the elected Chair and Vice-Chair, and so I 
would also like to take this opportunity to thank Cllr. Mark Watson for his faithful support and friendship over this 
past year. He has been re-elected as Vice-Chair with a majority vote, and will continue his exceptional 
commitment to our community. 
 

Parish Council time has been dedicated this year to three main items of business; the objections made by a 
Parish Councillor about the 23/24 AGAR which have continued to be a nagging worry, addressing the 
administration of the parish, and restoring reputation to enable recruitment and appointment of a permanent 
Parish Clerk. The Council awaits the report from the review conducted by LRALC. Early read-out infers that 
whilst mistakes and procedural errors may have been made with regard to council business and reporting of 
annual accounts and AGAR, no evidence has been found that would suggest any deliberate wrongdoing. 
Concerns were raised which in many cases had already been addressed prior to the review. 
 

Councillors have worked hard this year to make sure our systems and processes continue to be correct and 
build on the good work of the Misson Neighbourhood Improvement Programme which commenced under the 
leadership of the previous Chair. Thankfully, the hard work seems to have paid off and it feels as if we are now 
moving out of restless waters. I am sincerely grateful to Jayne Watson (former Chair) and Barbara Lowndes, 
Susan E Scott, and Mark Hooper (all former Clerks). Between us, with the help of Cllr Julie Watkins, we have 
worked through a number of administrative projects; the parish archive, the Town Estate Charity, the cemetery 
and burial records, and when we do recruit a new Parish Clerk for the long term, we can be confident everything 
is in good order. 
 

With the splendid services of our excellent Lengthsmen and women, Misson Parish Council has been able to 
keep the local environment in good order. I am grateful for the diligent way they quietly go about their business. 
I believe our community is indeed fortunate to have Matthew, Donna, and David looking after things. As I reported 
last year, the collection of current elected members does not work easily as a cohesive whole, and I accept, 
members of the public and serving Councillors have the right to challenge what we do as part of the democratic 
process and constructive critique should serve to improve the service the Parish Council can deliver. On 
balance, we come to the end of this civic year in one piece, and I for one have learned much along the way. 
 

The role of Parish Councillor is suited to anyone who is community minded enough to want to serve at this first 
tier of elected Government. In April 2027 the whole of this Parish Council stands down. I would encourage others 
to consider whether or not they would be prepared to stand for election when March 2027 comes around and it 
is time to declare interest.  


