Assertion 1 = No : It was unanimously agreed to make a negative response. MPC
could not say it had “put in place arrangements for effective financial management
during the year, and for the preparation of the accounting statements”. This is
because it has been without a Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) for some parts of
the year and was still without either a Clerk or an RFO. Mitigation: In order to
mitigate this for next year, the council is currently actively involved in recruiting a
Parish Clerk and RFO. 2025-55.4.2

Assertion 2 = No : It was unanimously agreed to make a negative response. MPC
could not say it had "maintained an adequate system of internal control”. This is
because for some parts of the year, due to the absence of a permanent clerk or at
times locum clerks remotely working, Cllr Watson was unable to carry out his role as
the member appointed to verify bank reconciliations normally produced by the RFO.
Mitigation: In order to mitigate this for next year, the council is actively involved in
recruiting a permanent Parish Clerk and RFO.



